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Foreword

Natural food plays a vital role in producing healthy and good quality fry.
As live food organisms are essential food sources in larval rearing and fry
production, SEAFDEC/AQD has been researching natural food since the
1970s along with its pioneering work on shrimp and milkfish larval rearing.

SEAFDEC/AQD has published two manuals specific to natural food, namely,
“Culture of Marine Phytoplankton for Aquaculture Seed Production” in
2013 and “Culture of Rotifer (Brachionus rotundiformis) and brackishwater
Cladoceran (Diaphanosoma celebensis) for aquaculture seed production”
in 2015. Because these manuals are for the production of natural food for
marine species, we are now pleased to publish another, this time catering
to freshwater species.

The authors prepared this manual both in English and Filipino language,
so we hope this manual gains a wide readership. May it be helpful to
extension workers, hatchery operators, technicians, and all who would like
to venture into freshwater aquaculture.
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DAN D. BALIAO
SEAFDEC/AQD Chief



About the Manual

This manual describes the various methods for culturing microalgae and
other natural food organisms fed to freshwater fish/prawn larvae that are
produced and reared in hatcheries. Hence, it will encourage/promote the
use of natural food organisms, be these live or processed (concentrated
algal pastes), as a means of optimizing larval fish/prawn production.

The manual was written purposely for local freshwater fish/prawn
hatchery owners/operators and their technicians. The authors prepared
the manual for hatchery operators to have a better understanding of how
and why there is a need to culture natural food organisms as part of the
standard larval rearing protocol and to increase/boost fish and/or prawn
seedstock production.
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