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AQD wins big at WINFISH Congress

he research entitled
“That’s my spot!
Local fishing and

its implications on sandfish
Holothuria scabra sea
ranching in Pandaraonan,
Guimaras, Philippines” by
AQD research assistant Ms.
Jee Grace Suyo won the Best
Presentation Award at the
8th National Conference on
Gender and Fisheries of the
National Network on Women
in Fisheries in the Philippines,
Inc. (WINFISH) last 28-30
September held in Iloilo City.
Ms. Suyo said that the
study looked into men and
women’s fishing activities
and fishing spaces, socio-
demographic profile and
perceptions on project

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

he Department of
Environment and
Natural Resources-

Provincial Environment
and Natural Resources
Office (DENR-PENRO)
Guimaras and AQD
signed a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) on the
protection and conservation
of sea turtles in Guimaras
last 23 September 2016

at AQD’s Igang Marine
Station in Nueva Valencia,
Guimaras.
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) receiving her award certificate along with AQD

Associate Scientist Dr. Jon Altamirano (in yellow)

AQD and DENR-PENRO Guimaras partner in
protecting marine turtles

During the
MOA signing, Mr.
Vicente Sardina, OIC
of DENR-PENRO
Guimaras, mentioned
that marine turtles are
tourist attractions in
Guimaras. Mandated
to protect marine
turtles in Guimaras, the
organization teamed
up with AQD for
technical assistance in
taking care of injured
marine turtles. 75»

-RH LEDESMA
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(L-R) Ms. Julieta Gabayeon, Technical Services Division Chief

of DENR Guimaras; Mr. Vicente Sardina, OIC of DENR-PENRO

Guimaras; Dr. Chihaya Nakayasu, Acting Chief and Deputy Chief
of AQD; and Mr. Mateo Paquito Yap, OIC of AQD’s Igang Marine
Station during the MOA signing
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AQD wins
big. (I ]

management and governance.
The proponents demonstrated
how to quantify men and
women’s involvement in
fishing and fishing-related
activities and the gender
differences in coastal zone
utilization. It highlights the
need to consider women as
important stakeholders in
fisheries management projects

wherein they should be highly
involved in the decision-
making process, particularly
in the formulation of policy
interventions that may limit
women’s access to certain
areas in the intertidal zone.
WINFISH, with the
support of the Bureau
of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources, Philippine Council

for Agriculture, Aquatic
and Natural Resources
Research and Development
and the University of the
Philippines Visayas, serves as
a venue for sharing research
findings, experiences and
emerging ideas on gender and
fisheries.”?»

- JM DELA CRUZ
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Sustainable
aquaculture
research at
11th AFAF

2 AQD Matters

QD’s research works
towards sustainable
aquaculture were

presented during the ASEAN
Fisheries and Aquaculture
Conference and Exposition

& 11th Asian Fisheries

and Aquaculture Forum
(AFAF) hosted by Thailand’s
Department of Fisheries
(DOF) last 3-7 August 2016 at
Bangkok International Trade &
Exhibition Centre.

AQD Scientists Dr.
Rolando Pakingking
(Development of vaccination
regimen against viral diseases
in marine fish and crustaceans)
and Dr. Mae Catacutan (Use
of alternative ingredients as
replacement for fish meal
in feeds for commercially
important aquaculture
species in the Philippines)
and researcher Ms. Sheryll
Avancefia (Reproductive
performance of wild and
captive Penaeus indicus
and growth of offspring)
presented during the parallel
sessions for feed & nutrition
and genetics & health. AQD
Technical Assistant Ms. Jee
Grace Suyo presented her
study Gender, resource use
and coastal management:

The case of sea cucumber
ranching in Pandaraonan,
Guimaras during the 6th
Global Symposium on Gender
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(Clockwise from top left) Dr. MR Catacutan, Dr. RV Pakingking,

—INNOVATION LAB

Ms. JG Suyo and Ms. SS Avancefa during the sessions in

Bangkok, Thailand

in Aquaculture and Fisheries, a
special symposium of the 11th
AFAF.

Aside from sustainable
aquaculture, the topics
included fisheries education,
training, governance,
climate change, post-harvest
technology and food safety.

AFAF, together with its
partners*, have been providing
an international platform
for distinguished scientists
from all over the world to

September-October 2016

discuss the issues pertaining
to sustainable fisheries and
aquaculture in the Asia-Pacific
Region. 7

-JM DELA CRUZ

*The 11th AFAF was headed by

DOF in collaboration with the

Asian Fisheries Society, Food and
Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations Regional Office for the
Asia and the Pacific, GLOBEFISH,
INFOFISH, the Network of
Aquaculture Centres in the Asia-
Pacific, and SEAFDEC.



Information
strategies
of AQD
highlighted
in 17th ISP
meeting

AQOD website
statistics

(September 2011 to
September 2016)

528,535 Sessions
254,590 Users
1,288,481 Page views

he SEAFDEC
Aquaculture
Department’s

Institutional
Repository (SAIR),
website (Www.
seafdec.org.ph), and
other information
strategies drew
attention during the
17th Information
Staff Program (ISP)
meeting of SEAFDEC
held in South
Tangerang, Indonesia
last 25-27 October
2016.

SAIR (repository.
seafdec.org.
ph), the official
digital repository
of scholarly and
research information
of AQD, took the interest of
the meeting because of its
unparalleled contribution
to the dissemination of the
department’s research and
development work and to
the online presence of the
institution.

Likewise, the AQD
website was well appreciated
for the volume of online traffic
it receives and for its features
including a recently launched
responsive design which
makes the site friendly to a
wide array of devices.

Also recognized during
the meeting was AQD’s
incentive system for scientific
publication which was
regarded as an example to
encourage the production
of more technical/scientific
materials among SEAFDEC
Departments.

SEAFDEC Secretary
General Dr. Kom Silapajarn
referred to AQD’s information
strategies as “very advanced”

(L-R) AQD’s Development Communication Section OIC Mr. Rex Delsar
Dianala, SEAFDEC Secretariat Fisheries Technical Officer Ms. Virgilia Sulit,
and AQD Information Assistant Ms. Rossea Ledesma & Senior Information

Assistant Mr. Elvi Nemiz.

and expressed interest

for AQD staff to assist in

the establishment of an
institutional repository in every
Department and networking
these together to form a

central repository based at

the SEAFDEC Secretariat in
Bangkok, Thailand.

AQD was also requested
to share details with other
Departments and the
Secretariat on how to utilize
existing arrangements with the
Aquatic Science and Fisheries
Abstracts (ASFA) of the Food
and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) to facilitate sharing of
scientific articles produced by
the Departments with a wider
audience.

Other matters discussed
during the meeting included
the status and updates for the
preparations of the Southeast
Asian State of Fisheries and
Aquaculture (SEASOFIA)
2017, and preparations for the
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50th SEAFDEC anniversary
in 2017.

The ISP meeting is held
yearly to harmonize the
information-related activities
undertaken by the SEAFDEC
Secretariat and Departments
in disseminating the results of
activities and enhancing the
visibility of SEAFDEC. This
year’s ISP was hosted by the
SEAFDEC Inland Fishery
Resources Development and
Management Department and
included a tour of Pelabuhan
Perikanan Samudera Nizam
Zakhman Jakarta, Indonesia’s
largest fishing port.

AQD was represented
by Information Specialist
and OIC of Development
Communication Section Mr.
Rex Delsar Dianala, Senior
Information Assistant Mr.
Elvi Nemiz and Information
Assistant Ms. Rossea
Ledesma. "

- RD DIANALA
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Researchers
take partin

molecular
ecology and
bioinformatics
workshop

QD Scientist Dr.
Maria Rowena Eguia,
Researcher Dr. Shelah

Mae Buen-Ursua, together
with Senior Technical Assistant
Ms. Joana Joy Huervana,
participated in the 2nd
international workshop on the
Diversity of the Indo-Pacific
Network (DIPnet) held at the
Microtel Hotel in Diliman,
Quezon City from 25 to 29
July 2016.

The workshop was
facilitated by DIPnet, a
research coordination network
funded by the US National
Science Foundation (NSF).
The meeting aimed to establish
a collaborative research
network as well as start a
database for the advancement
of marine biodiversity research
in the region.

The event was co-hosted
by the University of the
Philippines Marine Science
Institute represented by Dr.
Rachel Ravago-Gotanco who
invited and, through NSF,
provided support to two of the
AQD participants.

With the theme
“Molecular Ecology and
Bioinformatics in the
Philippines and Southeast

Workshop

Asia,” the workshop included
lectures and hands-on training
on bioinformatic analysis of
molecular data and metadata
using computer software
programs from the Unix
command line and scientific
computing language R.

The workshop discussed
the challenges in biodiversity
research in Southeast Asia
specifically the Philippines.

It also initiated discussions

on developing research
proposals and collaborative
projects with support from
local and international funding
institutions to address the
identified challenges.

The workshop likewise
included presentations by some
participants on local initiatives

The lecturers and participants during the 2nd annual DIPnet

PHOTO BY DIPNET

that focus on molecular marker
technologies as applied in
aquaculture and/or aquatic
resource management.

Dr. Eguia presented
completed and ongoing AQD
population genetics research
projects on tilapia, milkfish,
mud crab and abalone while
Dr. Ursua talked about her
completed genetic assessment
work on Philippine seahorses.

The participants of the
workshop were from local
research institutions and the
academe. The Philippine
session is the second in a
series of workshops conducted
in Southeast Asia. The first
session was held in Indonesia

last year. 7

- JJ HUERVANA
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AQD meets
to review
programs

and revisit

plans

4 AQD Matters

he
annual
AQD

review and
planning
meeting was
held 20 to 21
September
2016 at
the TID
Conference
Room.

The main objective of
the meeting is to review
the progress of activities
implemented in 2016 and
plans for 2017 set during the
Strategic Planning Workshop
held in 2015.

After revisiting the
SEAFDEC Plan of Action and

AQD’s Strategic Directions,
the meeting discussed the
highlights, progress and
plans of AQD’s departmental
programs, regional programs,
other R&D activities, training
& information initiatives and
administration & finance.
After each session,
an open forum discussed

September-October 2016
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issues, problems and
recommendations.

To cap the 2-day meeting,
a briefing was held on the
Philippine Government’s
proposed establishment of a
Department of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources. "

- RD DIANALA



Researchers
share
experiences
as JSPS

grantees

QD Researchers
Dr. Shelah Mae
Buen-Ursua and Ms.

Sheryll S. Avanceia shared
their experiences as recipients
of the Japan Society for the
Promotion of Science (JSPS)
grants and fellowships during
the 4th Japan Society for the
Promotion of Science Alumni
Association of the Philippines,
Inc. (JAAP) Research
Symposium and General
Assembly Meeting on 29 July
2016 at SM Mall of Asia, SMX
Convention Center, Pasay City.

Also in attendance were
SEAFDEC/AQD Scientists
Dr. Maria Rowena R. Eguia,
currently the Treasurer of
JAAP and Dr. Emilia T.
Quinitio, JAAP member.

The JAAP is recognized as a
legitimate alumni organization
of Filipino scholars who
received grants and fellowships
from the JSPS.

Ms. Avancena received
JSPS grants in 2007 and 2008
under JSPS-Asian CORE
program and attended an
ASIAHORCS in 2015 with
full support from JSPS.
Meanwhile, Dr. Ursua was

PHOTOS COURTESY OF MRR EGUIA/ JAAP

Ms. Avancefia and Dr.Ursua (3rd and 5th from left, respectively)
receive their certificates of appreciation from JAAP for sharing
their experiences during the meeting.

a Ronpaku (Dissertation)
Program fellow from 2013

to 2015. She also received a
medal award from JSPS for the
successful completion of her
degree Doctor of Philosophy

JAAP Research Symposium & General Assembly participants

in Marine Life Science at the
Graduate School of Fisheries
Sciences, Hokkaido University
on March 24, 2016. "%

- SMB URSUA
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Supervision:
The key

to greater
productivity

upervisory
staff
attended

a seminar and
workshop on
supervision last
6-8 September
at the TID
Conference
Room.

The
seminar, entitled
Supervision: the key to greater
productivity in the workplace
was facilitated by Dr. Roque
L. Carballo, a professional
lecturer and a professor at the
University of Asia and the
Pacific.

Topics also covered
positive attitudes that

enhance the practice of the
four management functions:
planning, organizing,
controlling and leading.

Dr. Carballo highlighted
the importance of being a
good supervisor in order for a
group to meet their targets with
maximum efficiency.

September-October 2016
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“When you accepted being
a supervisor, you accepted the
responsibility of developing
your people,” he added.

The seminar was
organized by the Human
Resource Management
Section. "

- RD DIANALA
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AQD at

PH’s largest
agribusiness
exhibition

eaturing its

Community-

Based
Resource
Enhancement
(CBRE) project
in Sagay City,
AQD once again
showcased its
work and various
technologies at the
largest agribusiness
exhibition in the
Philippines.

With over
25,000 registered
visitors, Agrilink-
Foodlink-Aqualink
2016 was held at the
World Trade Center
in Pasay City from 6
to 8 October.

AQD’s CBRE
project exhibit
included a diorama
of the project site in Brgy.
Molocaboc, Sagay City where
AQD first released abalone
(Haliotis asinina) juveniles
in the multi-use zone of the
Sagay Marine Reserve in 2011
to enhance abalone stocks and
supplement fisherfolk income.
Since then, the project has
successfully provided benefits
to local fisherfolk through
regulated harvesting of abalone
bigger than 6 cm shell length
within the CBRE release site
and surrounding multi-use
zone.

photo)

BFAR Director Commodore Eduardo Go
abalone harvested from the CBRE in Sagay City by TID Head Dr. Ma.
Junemie Hazel Lebata-Ramos (left photo) and AQD’s exhibit booth (right

Dr. Nerissa Salayo explains the CBRE project to DA Secretary
Pifol (left photo) and to Mayor Benito Doma (right photo) of Prieto Diaz,
Sorsogon who wishes to replicate the project in his town
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AQD’s exhibit also
featured an aquarium with
live abalone and sandfish
(Holothuria scabra), which as
hatchery-bred juveniles, were
released in the CBRE site in
2015. To help the fisherfolk
promote their harvest, free
tasting of abalone in oyster
sauce was offered to visitors.
There were also aquaria
displaying AQD commodities
such as shrimp and tilapia

Also featured in AQD’s
exhibit was a DNA-based

gona b
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eing briefed about the

biosensor kit for rapidly
detecting WSSV in shrimp,

a technology developed in
partnership with DOST-
PCAARRD, Ateneo de Manila,
University of the Philippines,
and the Philippine Genome
Center.

Books, manuals, CDs,
posters and free brochures
were also offered to booth
visitors along with free
technical consultation with
AQD’s experts. "

- RD DIANALA
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AQD
participates
in §th
AquaMarine
Expo

round 40 guests visited
SEAFDEC/AQD’s
booth at the Aqua

Kapihan: 5th AquaMarine
Expo held at the Agri-Aqua
Network International, Inc.
(AANI) Herbal Garden &
Livelihood Center, Quezon
Memorial Circle, Quezon City,
Philippines from 15 to 17 July
2016.

Through this event,
SEAFDEC/AQD was able
to share its science-based
aquaculture technologies to
entrepreneurs, development-
oriented groups, and other
guests. In addition, SEAFDEC/
AQD Scientist Dr. Frolan Aya

also presented a seminar on the
hatchery production of silver
therapon.

The Aqua Kapihan:
5th AquaMarine Expo
was organized by AANI,

a corporation owned and
managed by Filipino
businessmen, professionals and

practitioners. 7
- RH LEDESMA



r. Casiano Choresca, Jr. introduced the newly established National Fisheries Research and Development
Institute-Fisheries Biotechnology Center (NFRDI-FBC) and its thrusts during a seminar at AQD’s
Tigbauan Main Station (TMS) last 6 October 2016.

FBC* is the government’s lead center in all fisheries biotechnology-related endeavors for the
development and management of fisheries and aquatic resources in the Philippines. Its mission is to develop
strong linkages and collaborations among institutions, agencies and stakeholders towards the promotion,
enhancement and improvement of fisheries biotechnology.

FBC started with the preliminary inventory of research on fisheries biotechnology. However, Dr.

: Choresca noted that fisheries biotechnology research is only 4% of all biotechnology research on food
sources. He mentioned that biotechnology research is mostly focused on agricultural crops and livestock.

FBC is encouraging researchers to submit proposals and apply for funding to aid the lack of fisheries and aquaculture research
in the country. FBC aims to fund studies that focus on molecular characterization, natural products screening and production and
improvement of culture and breeding techniques.

For more details of submission and other information, contact the National Fisheries Research and Development Institute-
Fisheries Biotechnology Center [fisheries.biotech@gmail.com]. 7% - ym DELA CRUZ

*FBC was established in accordance with Administrative Order 21 series of 2005 which mandated the creation of biotechnology centers for crops, livestock and
fisheries.

Dr. Eduardo Leaio of the Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia-Pacific talked about the Role of trade
in disease spread: Regional overview at TMS on 20 October 2016.

Dr. Leafio discussed that trade of live aquatic animals and aquatic animal products is a necessity for
economic, social and development purposes. However, this may lead to the introduction of new and emerging
pathogens.

Thus, it is important for a country to establish an aquatic animal health (AAH) program in order to
reduce the spread of pathogens to a manageable level.

According to Dr. Leafio, outbreaks of damaging aquatic animal diseases are likely to continue due to the
expansion of aquaculture systems, trading or movement of aquatic animals and introduction of new species for culture.

He recommended that trade of aquatic animals and animal products should comply with regional and international standards to
prevent spread of transboundary and emerging diseases.

He also added that the AAH program is important because once an aquatic animal disease is introduced into the country, it is often
very hard to eradicate.

Risk associated with emerging and transboundary diseases are also shared (shared water bodies and epidemiological links)
through trade, especially live movement.

Therefore, a collaborative approach is necessary for the effective aquatic animal health management and disease surveillance
programme. "3 . RH LEDESMA
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he second session of
AQD’s training course
on Mangrove Crab

Hatchery and Nursery was
held 19 September-10 October
2016 at AQD’s Tigbauan Main
Station (TMS) and Dumangas
Brackishwater Station (DBS).

Eight participants from
Papua New Guinea (1) and
the Philippines (7) gained
technical knowledge and
skills in hatchery & nursery of
mangrove crabs. The training
consisted of lectures and
practical sessions on biology
of mangrove crab, natural
food production, larval rearing
and other hatchery-related
activities.

Meanwhile, a training
course on Seaweed Farming
was also held at TMS on 12-23
September 2016 with a total
of seven participants from Sri
Lanka (4), Thailand (2), and
the Philippines (1).

This course had lectures
and practical sessions on
taxonomy & biology, grow-
out culture of Kappaphycus,
concepts & principles of
sustainable aquaculture, food
safety in production and
processing, application of
seaweed extracts, land-based
& sea-based nursery, water
& soil quality, impacts of
climate change, and economic
analysis, among others.

Lastly, AQD conducted
a four-day training course
on Oyster Seed Production,
Nursery and Grow-out held
3-6 October 2016 at TMS; to
empower extension workers
and promote the expansion of
the oyster aquaculture industry.
The training was attended by
25 personnel of the Bureau
of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources (BFAR) to enhance
their capability for the effective
implementation of activities
and programs on oyster
production.

AQD scientists lectured
on the recent developments
in oyster seed hatchery
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The participants during their practical sessions on biology and
anatomy of mangrove crabs, as well as identification of the
different mangrove crab species

&Y

production and innovative
techniques for nursery and
grow-out. The participants
learned the basic principles
and practices for the different
stages of the production cycle.
The training also included a
demonstration of important

hatchery, nursery and grow-out
culture activities and an on-site
visit to culture sites in Pan-ay,
Capiz.

At the end of the course,
the trainees expressed their
gratitude and praises to AQD
for the successful training. 7

- GK FAIGANI



