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Sci-Art AquaWeek 2014 
28 July - 1 August 2014 

SEAFDEC/AQD's 41st Anniversary, AQD Museum’s Year 21, FishWorld’s Year 14 
 

 
 
Rationale of Sci-Art AquaWeek  
 
The SEAFDEC Aquaculture Department advances responsible aquaculture and supports sustainable development in 
the Philippines and Southeast Asia.  SEAFDEC FishWorld is dedicated to science and environment education of the 
general public—children, adults, students, teachers, researchers, public officials, tourists, local residents, etc.— 
particularly about aquatic ecosystems and biodiversity, aquaculture and fisheries, and marine conservation. 
 
Sci-Art AquaWeek seeks to build understanding and appreciation among school children and teachers in Panay of 
the research and development work of SEAFDEC/AQD and the relations between aquatic biodiversity, aquaculture, 
fisheries, human nutrition, and economic advancement.   Such understanding is then expressed through contests with 
various outputs.  Sci-Art AquaWeek 2014 focuses on (1) aquaculture and its importance to food security, and (2) the 
Philippines being the center of the center of marine biodiversity and how Filipinos should know more about this 
natural heritage.  Five contests are open to all high schools, and four contests to all elementary schools.  There is no 
registration fee. 
 
 
Events during Sci-Art AquaWeek 2014  
 
Date Day Time Events  

28 Jul Mon 8 am–5 pm Biodiversity Lab: “Fish diversity around Panay and Guimaras” HS 

  8 am–5 pm Biodiversity Workshop and Quiz:  “The Philippines is the center of  

    mollusk diversity” HS 

29 Jul Tue 8 am–5 pm Painting: “The Philippines is the center of marine biodiversity” HS 

  1–5 pm Powerpoint Seminar: “Aquaculture versus fisheries” HS 

30 Jul Wed 8 am–12 nn Bring, Show, and Tell (by Teachers):  “Farmed seafood for good health!” ES  

  2–5 pm Nutrition and Aquaculture Quiz  ES 

31 Jul Thu 8 am–12 nn Write and Draw a Booklet:  “Paglaki ko, I want to be a fish farmer” ES 

  1–5  pm Aquarium Quiz: “Lantawa!” ES 

1 Aug Fri 8 am–12 nn Seafood Skills Olympics: “Preparing and serving sutokil” HS  

  12 nn Anniversary Lunch:  FishWorld is 14!  

  4–5 pm Award Ceremony (for winners and coaches)  HS, ES 
 
 
Descriptions of the contests and Participation Forms are available from FishWorld, phone (33)-315-5665 and 0921-
559-0824, and on the website www.seafdec.org.ph/fishworld/aquaweek 2014.  Sample quizzes and other 
information materials are also available to schools that ask for them.   
 
In keeping with 19 years’ practice, invitation letters and descriptions of contests are sent to the Principals of about 
50 schools in Iloilo and Guimaras when classes start in June.  Principals choose contestants and coaches as soon as 
possible.  Students, pupils, teachers, and parents work together and do background research, collect specimens, 
practice drawing and presenting, and make all related preparations for the competitions in July.  Principals fill in the 
Participation Forms with the contestants’ and coaches’ correct names and submit the forms to SEAFDEC 
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FishWorld, 5021 Tigbauan, Iloilo, or fax them to (33)-511-8709 as soon as possible before Friday, 25 July 2014.  
The FishWorld staff needs lead time to prepare Certificates of Participation, other materials, and logistics.  
  

The Philippines is an archipelagic country with a huge marine territory and 7,107 islands surrounded by various 
marine habitats with an amazing diversity of species -- fishes, crustaceans, mollusks, corals, echinoderms, other 
invertebrates, as well as seaweeds, seagrasses, mangroves, sea turtles, dolphins, and whales. The country has 90 
million consumers of fish, about 50 million residents of coastal barangays, and probably 10 million workers in 
fisheries, aquaculture, fish trade, and marine transportation.  The oceans and marine biodiversity are essential to 
daily life in the Philippines.  How much do our students know of the importance of the oceans and marine 
biodiversity, the problems besetting them, and the solutions and interventions implemented by government agencies, 
by universities and research institutions, by people’s organizations, by business, by media?  How much love and 
respect do they have for the oceans and marine biodiversity? FishWorld urges everyone to celebrate the oceans and 
marine biodiversity in real, concrete, personal ways, every day.   

 
FishWorld urges students and teachers to visit the AQD library and website (www.seafdec.org.ph) and find out 

what the SEAFDEC Aquaculture Department has accomplished in aquaculture research and development over the 
past 40 years.  After all, the key to food security is the responsible harvest and use of wild food species through 
fisheries and the responsible production of domesticated species through aquaculture (and agriculture).  More 
Filipinos should now take advantage of aquaculture science and current technologies to produce more aquatic 
products (1) to feed an ever burgeoning national population, (2) to earn foreign exchange, and (3) to conserve and 
restore aquatic resources. 

  
 

  
Schools invited to Sci-Art AquaWeek 2014 
 
The Sci-Art AquaWeek 2014 competitions are open to all school that like to join but FishWorld sends invitations to 
the regular participants. 
 
 Kinaadman Elementary School (ES) Philippine Science High School WV 
 Nanga ES    UP High School in Iloilo 

Buyuan ES     Ramon Avanceña National High School (NHS) 
 Eugenio Torrento ES   Parara NHS 

Tigbauan Central ES   Tigbauan NHS 
Guimbal Central ES   Guimbal NHS 

 Oton Central ES    Oton NHS 
 Iloilo City Central ES   Iloilo NHS 
 Miagao Central ES   St Louise de Marillac School, Miag-ao 
 Leganes ES    Leganes NHS 
 Sta Barbara ES    Sta Barbara NHS   
 Hibao-an ES    Dumangas NHS        

Namocon ES    Colegio del Sagrado Corazon de Jesus, ES, HS 
Arroyo ES    Colegio de San Jose, ES, HS   
Lapaz Central ES    West Visayas State University, Integrated Lab School, ES, HS  
Pavia Central ES    Central Philippine University Development HS 
Baluarte ES    University of Iloilo, HS 
Rizal ES     San Joaquin School of Fisheries 
Quezon ES    Botong-Cabanbanan NHS 
Molo ES     IloiloCity SPED-Integrated School for Exceptional Children 
Jaro Central ES    Kaunlaran Learning Center ES, HS  
Santo Nino Sur ES   Pavia NHS 
Arevalo ES    Tubungan NHS 
Santo Domingo ES   Jordan NHS 
     Nueva Valencia NHS      
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Sci-Art AquaWeek 2014 
Description of Contests for Elementary Schools 

 
 
Bring, Show, and Tell (by Teachers):  “Farmed seafood for good health”  
(30 July, Wednesday, 8 am–12 nn) 
 
This is a contest among teams, each made of a teacher-speaker and two pupil-assistants, from all interested 
elementary schools.  Teams bring 10 species of farmed seafood to FishWorld, show them to the judges and the 
audience, and tell about their life history and aquaculture, or about how they are enjoyed as seafood and contribute 
to good health.  Teams do the following: 
 
Weeks before AquaWeek: 
1. Visit fish markets and see what species of farmed fishes, crustaceans and mollusks (milkfish, bulgan, pompano, 

mayamaya, samaral, inid, lukon, tilapia, pantat, pasayan, alimango, ulang, tahong, talaba, abalone, etc. produced 
from aquaculture) are available for sale on most days.  Buy samples of 10 species in any combination, keep on 
crushed ice in a styrofoam box during transport, and store in the freezer at home. 

2. Identify the 10 selected species to scientific names and English or local names.  Visit the website 
www.seafdec.org.ph for photos and information about aquaculture species in the Philippines. 

3. Bring specimens to FishWorld for verification of species identification and whether they are in fact produced 
from aquaculture.  There are many species called mayamaya and inid but only a few are produced from farms. 

4. Plan a simple and neat table exhibit of the seafood species, with labels indicating scientific name and English or 
local name.  Tables are available at FishWorld, but prepare table cloths, specimen containers, specimen labels, 
and other materials to bring to FishWorld on contest day.  Each team may use only one table. 

5. The teacher-speakers prepare a 10-minute lesson or true story about the ten farmed seafood species for 
presentation on contest day.  The lesson or story should be visual and simple, in Grade 6 level language, with 
minimal technical jargon.  Writeups from encyclopedias and Wikipedia may NOT be used.   

6. The presentation should involve the two pupils in the script and choreography, as assistants or questioning 
listeners or family members, depending on the lesson or the story.  

7. The teacher-speaker should examine and study the 10 farmed species and learn to handle them comfortably for 
the show-and-tell. Teams practice the presentation for smooth delivery. 
 

On 30 July, Wednesday morning: 
1. Bring the 10 farmed species to FishWorld, either alive (most crabs can be kept alive damp without water for a 

day), or fresh dead in a bowl of crushed ice, or cooked WHOLE (steamed, fried) in appropriate combinations 
such that they are still recognizable for species identification by the judges. 

2. Register at 8 am and get a team number for an exhibit table and the order of oral presentations. 
3.  Set up the table exhibits in the Kids’ Activity Room, NOT in the hallways.   
4. Verify the species identification and labeling as best you can. 
5. Judging of table exhibits and the species identification and labeling starts at 9 am.  Scoring is as follows:   

• 10 species of farmed seafood (2 pts each);  
•  Correct identification and labeling by scientific names (2 pts each); 
•  Aesthetic table exhibit of the seafood collection (10 pts) 

6. The lesson or story presentations start at 10 am.  Teacher-speakers each have 10 minutes to present the lesson or 
story.  The presentations will be scored as follows: 

• Scientific content and accuracy of the lesson or story on farmed seafood (20 pts); 
• Speaking and presenting ability of the Teacher-Speaker (20 pts) 
• Involvement of the two pupils in the presentation (10 pts) 

7. Other notes for the contest: 
• Judges: AQD researchers and the FishWorld Curator 
• Maximum score 100 points.  Minimum score to be considered for a prize is 70 points. 
• Top three scorers >70 win prizes: First (P1,500), Second (P1,200), and Third (P1,000).   
• Non-winning teams with scores >70 get P500 to subsidize expenses for purchase of seafood species. 
• Contestants and coaches will receive Certificates of Participation on contest day. 
• Certificates of Merit and cash prizes will be awarded to the winners at 4 pm on Friday, 1 August. 
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 Sci-Art AquaWeek 2014 
Description of Contests for Elementary Schools 

 
 
 
Nutrition and Aquaculture Quiz  
(30 July, Wednesday, 2–5 pm) 
 
  
AQD's AquaWeek fits right in with the Department of Education’s Nutrition Month activities in July.  Elementary 
schools usually hold a Nutrition Quiz, which FishWorld extends to include facts about aquaculture, fisheries, and 
their importance to food security.  Schools can hold their school-level nutrition quiz before 30 July to select the 
contestants they will send to the Nutrition and Aquaculture Quiz at FishWorld.  
 

Two pupils from each invited school may join the quiz.  The Nutrition and Aquaculture Quiz is a read-and-
answer written exam with 35 questions and multiple-choice answers.  Sample quizzes have been provided by 
FishWorld to all participating schools over the past 14 years.  Contestants are expected to know the basic concepts 
in nutrition, agriculture, fisheries, and aquaculture, and to recognize good food items, including different kinds of 
seafood from fisheries and aquaculture.   

 
On contest day, 30 July, contestants register at FishWorld at 2 pm and get individual numbers indicating their 

seats and their quiz sheet. 
 

• Judges, proctors and scorers are AQD researchers. 
• Contestants must score at least 25 correct answers to qualify for a prize.  
• Top three contestants with scores >25 win cash prizes: First (P500), Second (P400), and Third (P300) 
• Place ties will be awarded Certificates of Merit but shared cash prizes. 
• Contestants and coaches will receive Certificates of Participation on contest day. 
• Certificates of Merit and cash prizes will be awarded to the winners at 4 pm on Friday, 1 August. 
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 Sci-Art AquaWeek 2014 
Description of Contests for Elementary Schools 

 
 
Write and Draw a Booklet:  “Paglaki ko, I want to be a fish farmer”  
(31 July, Thursday, 8 am –12 nn)  
 
This contest is open to teams (each composed of two pupils and one teacher) from all interested elementary schools. 
The main tasks are: (1) do research on aquaculture and what fish farmers do for a living, and (2) write a child’s story 
about being a fish farmer in the future; (3) illustrate the story by colorful drawings; (4) produce a 4-page Paglaki Ko 
booklet.  Teams have to do the following: 
 
Weeks before AquaWeek: 
1. Do background research about aquaculture in the Philippines and about the people and the tasks and jobs 

involved in the production of fishes, crustaceans, and mollusks from farms.  Know what fish farmers do. 
2. Consult examples of Paglaki Ko books for children; some titles are available at FishWorld SeaStore. 
3. Preferably the pupil-writer comes from a fish farming family so the story to be written sounds authentic.  

Otherwise, place the pupil-writer in the shoes of a child who knows and appreciates what fish farmers do, and 
wants to become one when s/he grows up.   

4. Write an original Paglaki Ko story in English and Filipino (Tagalog, Ilonggo, Cebuano), 500–1000 words only. 
The story must be factual but fun, educational, and easily understood by children (elementary school level).  

5. Polish the story, divide the text, and decide how best to illustrate it in 4 pages.  
6. Prepare a draft lay-out of the illustrated story in an 8.5”x11” booklet of 4 pages, with page 1 as the cover and 

title page.  Each page must have 1” margin all around; and only one side of each sheet of paper may be used. 
7. The pupil-writer practices writing the story by hand, legibly and neatly within the 1” margins.  Use of word 

processing software and computers is NOT allowed for this contest. 
8. The pupil-artist practices the color drawings by hand.  If called for by aesthetics, the drawings may extend 

outside the 1” margins, except the inner margin for bookbinding.  
9. Teacher-coaches help only in the preparations, NOT in the final execution of the booklet on contest day. 
 
On contest day, 31 July, morning: 
1. Bring to FishWorld all art materials to be used in drawings for the booklet. 
2. Register at FishWorld at 8 am and get from the FishWorld staff a blank 4-sheet booklet with the team number.  

Teams may write and draw only on the blank booklet provided at FishWorld. 
3. Pupils work in the Audio-Visual Room to finally execute the booklet with the story and the color drawings.   
4. Remember to use the first of the 4 sheets as the cover and title page, and to design and color it to attract readers. 
5. Only stories about growing up to be a fish farmer will be accepted for judging.  Do not submit other stories. 
6. Submit the completed Paglaki Ko booklet at 12 noon. 
7. Judges will score the booklet according to the following criteria:  

• Knowledge of fish farming in the Philippines and what fish farmers do for a living (10 pts);  
• Original children’s story about being a fish farmer in the future (20 pts);  
• Grammar (10 pts) and handwriting (10 pts) 
• Fitting illustrations for the story (10 pts); style, color, and visual impact of drawings (10 pts) 
• Book design and neatness (10 pts); cover design and attractiveness (10 pts);  
• Educational and emotional value of the book for children (10 pts) 

 
8.  Other notes for the contest: 

• Judges: AQD researchers and the FishWorld Curator 
• Maximum score 100 points.  Booklets must score >70 to qualify for prizes. 
• The top three booklets with scores >70 win cash prizes: First (P1,000), Second (P700), Third (P500).   
• Non-winners with scores >70 will get P400 to subsidize expenses. 
• Contestants and coaches will receive Certificates of Participation on contest day. 
• Certificates of Merit and cash prizes will be awarded to the winners at 4 pm on Friday, 1 August. 
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 Sci-Art AquaWeek 2014 
Description of Contests for Elementary Schools  

 
 
 
Aquarium Quiz: “Lantawa!”  
(31 July, Thursday, 1–5 pm) 
 
 
Two pupils from each invited school may join this quiz individually.  Contestants learn about the plants and animals 
that live in the sea, particularly those harvested by fisheries and aquaculture.  They observe and become familiar 
with the animals in the FishWorld aquaria (numbered 1 to 20 and provided information labels a week before the 
contest).  The species and their placement in the 20 aquaria change over time; attached is the list and placement of 
species in July 2013.  A new list will be provided the week before AquaWeek. 
 

The Aquarium Quiz is a read-and-answer written exam with 20 questions and multiple-choice answers.  The 
questions can be answered only by going around the aquaria and observing the animals in there.  Questions include 
aspects of appearance, swimming, feeding, breeding, other behavior, and use by humans.  Sample quizzes have been 
provided to contestants and coaches over the past several years and may be provided to new participants. 

  
On contest day, 31 July, at 1 pm, contestants register at FishWorld and are assigned individual numbers from 1 

to 20 (or more). Contestants then continue to study the animals in the aquaria.  At 3 pm, contestants, coaches, and 
parents assemble in the Audio-Visual Room.  Coaches and parents must remain in the AV Room until the quiz ends.  
The contestants’ assigned numbers indicate the order in which they enter the round of aquaria. The first 20 
contestants occupy the aquarium stations and first answer the quiz questions corresponding to their assigned 
numbers (e.g., contestant #1 goes to aquarium #1 and answers question #1). Contestants are given one minute at 
each station.  When the bell rings, contestants must move to the next higher-numbered station.  A practice run is 
conducted before the actual quiz.  The contestants are given the quiz sheet at the start of the quiz.  The quiz sheet is 
also the answer sheet— the selected letter answer must be clearly encircled and darkened or crossed.  When a 
contestant finishes the round of all 20 aquaria, he or she must go back to the AV Room to submit the quiz sheet to 
the scorer.  The next set of contestants #21–40 then take the quiz -- contestant #21 goes to aquarium #1 and answers 
question #1; contestant #31 goes to aquarium #11 and answers question #11, and so on).  Contestants who have 
finished must stay in the AV Room.  Scoring is done with a key and finished quickly.   

 
• Proctors and scorers are the FishWorld Curator and staff. 
• The perfect score is 20. Contestants must score >14 points to qualify for a prize.   
• Contestants with scores >14 win cash prizes:  First (P500), Second (P400), and Third (P300).   
• Place ties will be awarded Certificates of Merit but shared cash prizes. 
• Contestants and coaches will receive Certificates of Participation on contest day. 
• Certificates of Merit and cash prizes will be awarded to the winners at 4 pm on Friday, 1 August. 

 
 


