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Deputy Chief appointed as 
AQD Acting Chief

A lthough this assignment 
is temporary, rest 

assured that I will perform 
to the best of my ability 
during this transition period”, 
said Deputy Chief Dr. Teruo 
Azuma when he received his 
appointment as the Acting 

Chief of AQD on 8 April.
When the term of Dr. Joebert Toledo as AQD 

Chief ended on 7 April, the SEAFDEC Secretary 
General Dr. Chumnarn Pongsri designated Dr. 
Azuma as Acting Chief to ensure that AQD’s 
operation will continue. “(Your) appointment will 
be effective until the nomination for Chief will be 
completed and sent to the Council Directors for 
consideration and approval,” Dr. Chumnarn noted. 

SEAFDEC holds 44th Council Meeting

AQD was commended on its efforts in disseminating 
its technologies to the ASEAN Member countries; 

this was expressed by the Council during the SEAFDEC 
Council meeting held 2-6 April in Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar. 

Among the participants were the Council Directors 
from the 11 SEAFDEC member countries and officials 
of the SEAFDEC Secretariat and Departments and 
international and regional organizations.

 The meeting was convened to review the progress and 
plans of SEAFDEC programs in order to ensure effective 
implementation of the 2011 Resolution and plan of action. 
One important matter tackled was the successful conduct 
of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Conference on sustainable 
fisheries held last June 2011 in Bangkok, Thailand. In 
addition, there was also a discussion on the collaborative 
activities between SEAFDEC and other regional/
international organizations as well as with the non-member 
governments.

The Council suggested that the following be 
considered in AQD’s future work:
•   Continue providing technical assistance to Myanmar 

on rural aquaculture development; in particular assist 
the country’s activities on broodstock management of 
Indian carp, rohu, and in the development of mud crab 
hatchery.

•   Increase efforts in fish health management by (1) 
conducting a study on parasites (e.g. liver flukes) and 
early mortality syndrome (EMS) of shrimps; 

     (2) intensifying activities on mitigation of shrimp and 
fish diseases; and (3) monitoring and surveillance of 
fish diseases among countries in the region. 
 The next Council meeting will be held in the 

Philippines sometime in 2013. - B Acosta

The participants of 
the 44th SEAFDEC 
Council Meeting. Dr. 
Joebert Toledo, Dr. 
Teruo Azuma, and 
Ms. Belen Acosta 
represent AQD.B
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